
j THE COMING OF J f
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H BRINGS JOY TO DAISY

RISS KRINGLE'S journey is al
most ended. Just a day or two
more, and the merry tinkle of his

pleighbells will be audible, and once
aairi the whole world will unite in joy-
ous celebration. It has been more diffi-

cult than usual to stem the torrent of
expectancy, for, being a year of pros-

perity, we are hoping: the "goods the
gods provide" are to be surpassingly
superior. Aunt Hetty is with us for
the holidays, and, though she prates of
her philosophy, she finds it as difficult
as we to possess her soul in patience.
Dear old Patience, the much abused
grange dame, meekly bears the burdens
heaped upon her by winsome, imperi-
ous Dorothy, who is fretting and fum-
ing because Christmas day doesn't ar-
rive simultaneously with a mysterious
looking parcel bearing a Tiffany hall-
mark. Were patience a tangible being
th- - land would be peopled by Dorothys
who'd fling her forthwith into Niagara's
whirlpool at least at Christmas time.

Each year we are given opportunity
to renew our faith in the belief that an-

ticipation is greater than realization,
for seldom are our desires fulfilled. To
while away the hours Aunt Hetty has
invented a prophetic device which tells
whether it will be "what you do ex-

pect,' "what you don't expect" or
what is sure to come true," and we've

held high carnival each night while
testing the homemade wheel of fortune.
Even with this ingenious amusement
time hung heavily until we took up the
subject of the "plain man." "Can wo-

men love plain men?" was the question
put by one of us a few nights ago at
our after dinner seance. Dorothy was
noncommittal. Her puckered brow in-

dicated deep thought. A man would
have at once realized the momentous
importance of our silence, for my brother-in--

law is ugly, and a woman guess-
ed bhrewdly.that love depended not on
the relative size of his nose or sparsity
of hair, but entirely upon the desira-
bility of the expected Christmas gift.
Tb- - lady was cogitating how best to
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evade answering outright when a mere
girl up spoke and relieved the situa-
tion:

"There is no just dause or impediment
why a woman should not love a plain
man since the average sensible. woman

such as, without vanity, I take myself
to be loves a man for his qualities of
mind and heart, not for the beauty of
his nose or the size of his mouth. As a
rule. I think girls flirt with the hand-
some men and marry the plain ones."
Dorothy laughed with glee and winked
coquettishly, while he, the ugly duck-
ling, smiled approvingly.

In dead earnest, this is not a theme
to be lightly discussed. There is real
merit in sounding the depths, though
none is so foolish as to dare assert a
knowledge of woman's whys and where
fores. There are several reasons im-
pelling love for man in womankind,
and it can scarcely be asserted that
the matter of his personal appearance
comes first. Perhaps one would place
foremost, as the most necessary quality,
strength. It may be physical, associat-
ed with broad shoulders and a well knit
frame, or it may be mental, for women
have countless times worshiped puny,
ill made specimens of humanity. But
strength of a kind there must assured-
ly be, except in those cases where wo-
men bestow a divine and maternal re-
gard on the men of their choice, in
which instance it is a godlike pity that
has stirred them to the depths of that'
beautiful mother nature with which
the Creator has endowed them.

"Is a man ever plain to the woman
who adores him?"

No; rather is it that his very ugliness
is a beauty in her fond eyes. The cause
is not difficult to discover. A woman
only too frequently, as has been re-
marked by the. sage, loves not the manJ
himself, but her idea of him, and It. is
when she ceases to be swayed by that
idea that she sees the man as he is,
with the result of a rapid descent. Per-
haps, too, it is that a woman is in love
with being loved, in which event who
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Cavendish has never appeared in public
save in black. Her thin, careworn face
is known by many women who are

in charity work, which is now
f.h- - widow's thu--f concern.

It is reported that since 1SS0 68 col- -
is no uncommon leges for girls have been established in

her
France. Previous to that time there
wtre no municipality supported schools
'"or the higher education of young wo-
men. Of the number mentioned 4$ of
the institutions a;e lycums and 2$ are
c- iiei.-LS-

. The iormcr all take day pu
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shall say that a very satyr of ugliness
may not win her affections?

"Truth is that which a man trowgth,"
said Bacon, and the man loving where
love is hungered for need feel no qualms.
The woman will see in him a combina-
tion of Hercules and Adonis and thank
God for his being.

Aunt Hetty, who is a most assertive
creature and ever sees things from an
extraordinary viewpoint, wound up our
animated talk with characteristic s:

"Can women love plain, men?
Well, I think so. A plain man, as a
rule, knows he is plain and does his
best to be pleasing, not as the 'beauty
man does, with little effeminate tricks
of the toilet, but hy cultivating some
talent that nature has endowed him
with. Women, as a rule, look upon
beauty as their own particular proper-
ty and resent a 'beauty man' as hav-
ing 'poached on their preserves. They
may be amusing to Idle an hour or two
away with at a dance, but for a right
down sensible chat or a husband give
me the plain man before the handsom
est one in the world."

When doing up your Christmas par-
cels, tie into your cherry ribbon bow-kn- ot

a wishbone instead of a sprig of
holly. This is the latest whim of the
superstitious and brings with it good
luck.

Speaking of whims reminds me that
I must devote a paragraph to aiguil-lette- s.

The most insistent of the mo-
ment is the taffeta or panne bow with
metal ends, otherwise known to fame
and purse as aiguillettes. In the days
of Charles T and II, from which these
quaint bows and silk ties date, they
were called tags, but qu'importe ca? it
seems the same thing. Indeed, if we
hunt up old books dealing with histor-
ical costumes we shall find that?- - it is
from the Stuart days we borrow both
the tag ends and the embroidering and
braiding with gold characteristic of to-

day, only in those days the mere man
had his share in such frivolities and
sported gold tags and embroideries in
his everyday costume. Here is an ex-
tract from a book of old costumes:

"A tunic of lavender colored silk braid-
ed with gold down the front and sides
trimmed with ribbon bows and tags
round the waist. Sleeves slashed white.
Deep collar trimmed with lace. Lace
wristbands. Breeches braided gold and
fastened at the knees with amber rib-
bon fastened in a rosette. Broad felt
hat and feathers."

There is no new thing under the sun,
at least in costume, for the instinct for
the ornate beginning with Eve ripen-
ed and flourished and developed while
others of the lesser arts of life had ei-

ther not been born or were still in their
infancy.

The most fascinating of all these taf-
feta and tag end fads is the staylace

pils, and there were S.431 enrolled last
year, 5,593 young women following
courses of study at colleges. Girls of
the wealthier families, however, are
still educated in convents, as being
roost exclusive.

Miss Nadine Panser, known in the
west as Miss Million, owns and man-
ages a fine cattle ranch near Waco,
Tex. She was an Ohio schoortacher.
was adopted by a wealthy Texan and
inherited his property.

Sharing the honor of public attention
at present with the new queen of Italy
is the Duchess of Aosta, wife of the
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idea, the taking- of taffeta through em-

broidered holes in the material and ty-

ing the tag ends in a bow. One sees
fronts and corselet bands and neck col-

lars with this whim, which is also a
fraud since it never really implies a
legitimate fastening. Indeed, these fas-
cinating fronts and bands invariably
fasten somewhere round the corner,
never at the front, as the uninitiated
might suppose. A straightforward fas-
tening down the front of a bodice can't
be said at the moment to be greatly in
favor. The lining, of course, will fas-
ten down the front, but not the mate-
rial. It is generally down the left side
that fastenings occur, and of course
this leaves scope for prettier ornamen
tation and design.

After the disappointments which are
sura to commingle with our pleasures
we'll gladly turn to clothes as a solace,
and I suggest it is soonest found in the
bonnet shops. Look to your chapeaux,
for with the new year are to be born
some startling modes.
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SHE TADtED HIM.
If ever a man wanted taming, it was

Jones. He wasrlwa3s ready with a
sneer for everything that was set be-

fore him. Scarcely a meal at his table
passed without criticism from him.

"What is this 'meant ,for?" he would
ask after testing an entree his wife had
racked her brain to think up.

"What on earth is this?" he would
say vjien dessert came on".

"Is this supposed to be a salad?" he
would inquire sarcastically when the
lettuce was served. His wife stood it as
long as she could. One evening he
came home in a particularly captious
humor. His wife was" dressed in her
most becoming gown and fairly bubbled
over with wit. They went in to dinner.
The soup tureen was brought in. Tied
to one handle was a ard and on that
card the information, in a big round
hand, "This is soup."

Roast beef foltowed.with a placard
announcing, "This is roast beef."

The potatoes were labeled, the gravy
dish was placarded the olives bore a
card marked "Olives," the salad bow!
carried a tag marked ' Salad," and
when the ice cream came in a card an-
nouncing "This is ice cream" came with
it. The wife talked of a thousand dif-
ferent things all through the meal, nev-
er once referring by word or look to the
labeled dishes. Neither then nor there-
after did he say a word about them,
and never since that evening has the
captious husband ventured to inquire
what anything set before him is.

KIXDERCAItTEXS IX JAPAX.
A new and congenial occupation has

been opened to Japanese women in tha
establishment of kindergartens carried
on according to western ideas. The
Japanese, it is said, have accepted the
kindergarten principles with enthusi-
asm, and thus a new field of work is
prepared for Japanese women. Train-
ing schools have been founded in dif-
ferent parts of the country, and 'the
girl graduates have opened successful
kindergartens of their own. The intel-
lects of the oriental children are just as
keen as those of children elsewhere,
and they take delight In the play work
which Involves colors and their com-
binations, for every Japanese child Is
born with artistic instincts, and every-
thing In the kindergarten naturally ap
peals to it. One of the fascinating
occupations of the Japanese kindergar-- !
ten is the raising of silkworms and i

finally winding the silk from their own
cocoons, and a great, feature of interest
is the growing of flowers. The children I

are said to love flowers passionately. I

What a picturesque scene must be pre- - f

sented in a Japanese kindergarten!
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the skill of designers and bind-
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esting inwardly. It is to be observed
that most of the notable of the
year are from the pens women; there
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cenUy married to Mias Mary Crocker,
a millionaire heiress.

Mrs. Van Renssa!ar Crugers pn
name of Julien Gordon is familiar to
two continents. Her husband, the !a
Colonel S. Van Renssaiaer Cruger, a
a representative of one of the families
of the old New Tork K nteker bock r
aristocracy, and their home on Thirty-fift- h

street was a center fer a briUiuit
circle of literary and musical dilettante
from tbe uttm iashkmsb'e set. Mrs.
eraser's first book, "Puritan and

made a distinct success. Aft-- r

that she jmbttshed several volamfs,
among them "The Vampires" and A
Triple Allwnce. both of which wi-r-

well received.
Miss Alice Duer. now Mrs.

Wise Miller, was one of the cleverrs
magazine versifiers. She is adausht r f

James Gore King Duer of Now York
a descendant of the witty and beau;,
Lady Kitty Duer of WasnJngt.-r- .

court. Miss Duer published a few y- - u
ago a book of verse which won ! --

much favor with the critics, and .:
then she has contributed a great .! .,'

to the magazines.
The most beautiful poetry which

been written for a long time by
woman was that pubh--h.- ; s

few years ago by Mrs. Sptocer Tm-- k,

wife of the banker. The volume w.

entitled Tnder King Constantine " !:
contains tales of knightly men ani r,

ble women told in gracefully n :;

verse. The scenes are laiJ in the i

mantle period in history following u; n
the death of King Arthur and :h
breaking up of his round table.

Not only are the poems exquisite in
literary finish, but thry are filled Run
elevated thought and are simple and
sincere in expression. Th three h ro
knights. Sanpeur, Kathanal and Cht

are splendid type of manhi.The poems were Srst rubHshed fc.n'n-mousi-

Their succ&ss was so jf .it
that the author later affixid her mi"-.-
to them. Of the anonymous writ- - r .!
the verses Richard Hnry J5tuMa- - !.
himself a poet of a high order, -- i !.

"That we have a poet in this w:r r
whose name is not given is evident on
every page."

Mrs. Trask's second book was a nov-
el, John Ieighton. It, too, met v:-- n,

warm rectptki. Now she has pub;.;.
ed a ciIl'-tio- of shnrt stories m i

"Lessons In Love." which, while not
together new to the public, since th

appeared in th." magasit.
hav already every inUoatton
achieving one of the pa :

season. 1 n'-- re earn, s: ana sis-

two qualities in which the ; :

brilliant of modern fiction is woeful,-ficient- .

'i hp stories show tne same r.

terly touch that character ied her t

work, and as the theme i. one th u
of the widest interest to humanity
audience will doubtless l.e a larj
Mrs. Trask was Miss Kairma Nit h
a daughter of one of N.v York . :

time business men. Mr. and Mrs. Tr v

reside in Brooklyn during the
the summer nt Sar.'.., t

Springs, where they have built a hi
residence, surrounded by a s

park. The beautiful wood la :

of the estate they have generous. y
thrown open to the public.

Mrs. John Vinton Dahlgren is nun;-bere-

among tbe women f leisure win
have wnttea excellent fiction. Mt
John King Van Renssalavr of

whoa story, "The Good Vrouw r
Manahata," dealt Interestingly wi.
the Dutch colonial life of Manhattan.
a daughter of the late A. Gracie K'";
of Weehawken, N. J., and a beile ,n
New York society. In her matut r
years she has giv. n much time to h- -
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